
THE ZIONEER    Mt. Zion UMC April 5, 2009 
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DON’T M ISS THE  JOY 
 
One of the hallmarks of the Christian faith is that of joy. God desires to 
give His people a life filled with happiness.  Jesus proclaimed this truth 
in the Upper Room before His arrest and crucifixion.  He concluded a 
series of crucial messages to His disciples with these words:  “These 
things I have spoken to you, so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be made full.” 
 
It is a tragedy to miss the joy in life.  Robert Louis Stevenson said at 
the end of his life, a life that was marked by physical disability and nu-
merous difficulties, “To miss the joy is to miss everything.” 
 
We don’t want you to miss the joy here at Mt. Zion, and friends, dur-
ing the month of April there will be lots of it going around on Sunday 
Mornings during worship. 
 

April 5th- Palm Sunday Services (8:30, 9:45, 11:00) 
April 12th- Easter Sunday Services (8:00, 9:30, 11:00) 
April 19th- Spring Cantata, “God With Us” (8:30, 11:00) 
April 26th- Confirmation Sunday 

 
You are invited to come and share the joy. Bring your family and your 
friends as we rejoice in the wonderful truth that the tomb is empty and 
new life in Christ has begun. 
 
Because He First Loved Us, 

������

MEMORIAL GIFTS   Memorial gifts have been received in loving memory of 
Marion Johnson from The Margaret Yarbrough Class and James & Barbara 
McPherson.  Memorial gifts have been received in loving memory of Ernie Souza 
from Richard & Kathleen Marcellus.  Memorial gifts have been received in loving 
memory of  Suzanne Martin’s Father, Walter Pharr from Marilyn Z. Reafsnyder, 
Ron & Lana Apple and Judy & Hal Osucha.   A memorial gift has been received in 
loving memory of Thelma Byrd from The Margaret Yarbrough Class, Claire & 
Molly Michalak, George R. Prince, Jr. and James & Barbara McPherson.  A memo-
rial gift has been received in loving memory of Tim Turpin from The Margaret 
Yarbrough Class, Ed & Delta Reedy and James & Barbara McPherson.  Memorial 
gifts have been received in loving memory of Randy Beasley’s Mother, Daisy 
Beasley from Marie M. Culbreth, Edna M. McKinney, Ella M. Phipps and Ida M. 
Owens . 

SPRING CANTATA  
April 19, 2009 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
 

The Chancel Choir will present 

“GOD WITH US” 
A powerful, inspirational musical that will uplift you spiritually. 

Come and bring a friend. 



FAITH PARTNERS    
“We grow by our willingness 
to face and rectify errors and 
convert them into assets.”  
(BB pg 124)  

 
“After some time, I realized that the past I had hidden 
for so long, was now useful as a way to connect to 
others in need of help.  Many who’d sunk into that 
same abyss needed to know that there were those 
who’d gone before them, and successfully survived.”   
 
If you or a family member struggles with the conse-
quences of alcohol or chemical dependency, reach out 
for support in confidence to Faith Partners ministry at 
770-573-3720 or faithpartners@mtzionumc.org. 

 

WOW DINNER MENU  
April 8 

 No WOW this week. 
Enjoy Spring Break. 

 

April 15 
 Fresh Fruit, Honey Baked Ham, Egg 

Casserole, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage Gravy, Biscuits, 
Pancakes, Pineapple Casserole, Cereal, Coffee Cake, 

Donuts, Milk, Juice, Coffee, Tea, Lemonade. 
 

No reservations needed. 
Serving lines open at 5:15 p.m. 

The 2009 Golf For His Glory Tournament is Mon-
day, May 18.  This year’s event will be held at Indian 
Hills Country Club in Marietta, Georgia. We encour-
age you to invite your friends, neighbors, family 
members and co-workers who are golfers. Now is a 
great time to pull your foursomes together for what 
promises to be another great day of golf and fellow-
ship! Just go to www.mtzionumc.org, find the link to 
the golf registration brochure, drop off the completed 
form in the GFHG mail slot just outside the church 
office. We look forward to seeing you on May 18! 
 
Men’s Morning Fellowship - We have a group of 
men who meet every Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. 
for breakfast at Mrs. Winners on Johnson Ferry Road.  
Feel free to drop in and enjoy their fellowship.  If you 
have questions about this group, contact Mark 
Turpin. 
 
Men’s Morning Bible Study - Fridays 6:30 a.m.- 
7:30 a.m. in the Youth Center.  This is a great group 
for accountability, fellowship, prayer and study.  The 
topics vary, but focus on the Bible or use of Christian 
books that rely heavily on Scripture.  Please contact 
Frank Barnett, frank.barnett@cnn.com, or Marty 
Sharpe, mesharpe@yahoo.com for more info. 

UMM NEWS 

 
Each One Teach One will have our next meeting April 7 at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth Center 
and then on April 21 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 9 which is on the Nursery Hall.  Learn to knit or 
crochet, make new friends and work on various projects throughout the year.  Contact Stacy 
Levy at 770-973-9095 for more details. 
 

Early Bird Circle  will meet on April 14th at 9:30 a.m. in the youth center. Our speaker is 
Mary Roebuck from Cobb County Services. We are collecting paper products, laundry deter-
gent and juice boxes for Cobb Street Ministries. Also, please bring in your Christmas cards for 
making placemats. Following the meeting we will have lunch at Houlihans. Contact Clair 
Hetherington (770 977-3699) for further information. 
 

Dorothea Circle will meet on April 14 at 12:30 p.m. in the Youth Center.  Everyone bring 
your favorite salad.  We will continue our study on Women in the Bible.  We invite any 
women of the church to join us.  For questions call Betty,770-973-4019 or Elner 770-971-
3286. 
 

Susanna Circle - Scenes from The Holy Land:  Women of the church and guests are in-
vited to our Susanna Circle meeting on Tuesday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m. in the home of Barbara 
Hooper.  Barbara’s husband, John, will share photos and observations from his trip to the 
Holy Land.  We’ll also enjoy fellowship and refreshments -- join us!  Directions from Mt. 
Zion: Right on Johnson Ferry, Right on Freeman Road (at La Strada), follow to 4459 Freeman 
Road.  Barbara’s phone number is 770-650-8964.  Please RSVP to Darline Cohen:  
lcohen50@bellsouth.net. 
 

The Circle of Love will meet April 21 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 9, which is on the Nursery 
Hall.  We will continue to make layette items for our Tiny Stitches project so bring your sew-
ing machines, sergers, knitting and crochet needles or your scissors.  We will find a place for 
you!  Women of all ages throughout the community are welcome to join us!  For additional 
information contact Freda Storey at 770-973-7346 or Linda Hargis at 770-992-7354. 

UMW NEWS 

Vicki Croft:  Friend of Chrystal Pate /  
 Recovery from a critical colon condition; 
 trying to move her to Emory next week 
Diane Kinney:  Susan Tucker’s Niece /  
 Recovery from surgery 
Marsha Wilson:  Dee Shipp’s Cousin /  
 Surgery on Friday April 3 
Betty Fendley:  Janet Nabors’ Aunt /  
 Mastectomy April 3 
Faye Weaver:  Gregg Weaver’s Mother /  
 Heart Issues 
 

NEW PRAYER CONCERNS THIS WEEK:  

Our Nation & Our Troops 
Mt. Zion Missionaries 
Alleita Whitney / Successful stem cell  
 regeneration of my lungs and heart for 
 treatment of pulmonary fibrosis and  
 pulmonary hypertension 
Robin Woolson:  Aunt of Lisa Wall / Son, 
 Jeff killed in car accident 
Dorothy Cahill:  Brenda Bartholomew’s 
 Mother / Surgery 

DOES THE JOY OF EASTER SEEM FAR AWAY? 
For those who have suffered a loss or who are going through the difficult time, 
Easter can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness.  If you are smiling on the 

outside, but full of pain on the inside and the joy of Easter seems far away, help is available.  
Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, one-to-one, Christian care.  They will 
listen, care, encourage, and pray with and for you.  Stephen Ministers have been specially 
trained to meet your emotional and spiritual needs; male Stephen Ministers are always matched 
with men, and female Stephen Ministers are matched with women.  If you or someone you 
know is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen 
Leaders:  Rita Moore, 770-971-5291 or Marty Sharpe, 770-992-5948. Our Stephen Ministers 
are there to care! 

THANK YOU  
I’ve struggled with finding the right words to convey the gratitude that I and my family have 
felt for the outpouring of love and care we have received from the people of Mt. Zion.  It is 
very comforting to know that during difficult times there are people that are ready and willing 
to help hold you up.  There are no words that can express the gratitude that my family feels for 
the kind words, prayers and support extended to us these past couple of weeks.  On behalf of 
myself, my Mom and the rest of my family, I thank you. Fran Gregory 

THANK YOU  
The Turpin Family is thankful for our church family and all the kind thoughts and prayers.  We 
will all miss Tim but are very thankful for the gift of his life, as well as each day God gives us.  
We are also thankful for God’s promise to those who trust in Him.  Mark & Dana Turpin 

THANK YOU  
Thanks to everyone for their support during the loss of our “Memaw.”  The Beasley Family 

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER  
The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance 
held on the first Thursday of May, inviting people of 
all faiths to pray for the nation.  Mt. Zion United 
Methodist Church will be open for this event on May 7 
so that our congregation can pray for America and its 
leadership in the seven centers of power: Government, 
Military, Media, Business, Education, Church and 
Family.  More information will be made available  in 
April. 



NEWS FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE   
The Mission team is hosting three special mission focused WOW sup-
pers in April.  Look for opportunities to help with local mission outreach 
and learn about how many ways Mt. Zion is in mission. 
 

Everyone is invited to the Global Outreach Weekend Friday evening 
May 1, Saturday morning May 2, and Sunday morning May 3.  This 
weekend will help bring a deeper understanding of the biblical basis of 
global missions, a greater awareness of the world, and a challenge to 
greater involvement in outreach both locally and internationally.  Please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend.  
 

We still need members for the Costa Rica mission team leaving Satur-
day, June 20 and returning Saturday, June 27.  Please prayerfully con-
sider participating in this important mission effort.  Contact Crawford 
Pound or the church office for more information. 
 

The Pajama Drive is coming - watch for more info. 
 

The Mission Book Sale fund raiser will be on June 13 and 14.  Stock up 
for your summer reading. 
 

To kick off our Season of Service, come join in the fun MUST service 
projects planned after WOW suppers on April 15th, 22nd and 29th!  
 

Thank you from the Mission Committee for everything that all of you do 
to bring the Good News to the world. 

GRADUATION TIME!!!   Sunday, May 17th, 2009 will be High School/
College Graduate Recognition Sunday.  If you have a high school or col-
lege graduate please call our church office or fill out and return this form 
by May 5th.  If you do not turn in your graduate’s information, they will 
not be listed in the bulletin on Graduation Sunday.  

Name              . 
 

Parents              . 
 

School Graduating From            . 
 

             . 
 

College attending in the Fall or plans for next year         . 
 

             . 
 

             . 
 

Degree              . 

BOB ELLIS CONCERT - SUNDAY, MAY 10, 7:00 PM  Our very own 
Bob Ellis will present a powerful evening of music that is bound to inspire 
us.  Bob has a unique blend of gospel music and a contemporary Christian 
music with a touch of country thrown in!  Bob is a powerful vocalist, and 
this event is a great opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors for an 
evening of great entertainment. There is no charge.  
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VBS 2009:  July 13-17 
 

Mark your calendars and make it a pri-
ority to attend, lead, assist,  

and participate in this summer’s  
‘Must Be In’ event…’Crocodile Dock’! 

 
Children ages 3 (by 9/01/08 and bathroom 

ready) to rising 5th Graders!  
Registration forms are available on-line, 

www.mtzionumc.org, and in the church office. 
 

Volunteers are our youth (rising 6th grade and up),  
our moms and dads, grandmothers and grandfathers! 

 
COMMIT EARLY 

This is a volunteer driven community ministry.  The number of  
volunteers reflects how many children are able to attend! 

 
Volunteer Positions: 

*Class Shepherds  *Music Organizers/Leaders  *Drama Experience Or-
ganizers/ Leaders  *Arts & Crafts Organizers/Leaders  *Snack Leaders  
*Mission Project Organizers  *Recreation & Games Organizers/Leaders  

*Donation Organizers  **Set Up and Decorators** 
Please contact Stephanie Henry or Laura Stubbs for more info! 

YOUTH  SUMMER  M ISSION TRIPS 2009 
 

High School Mission Trip with Team Effort 
Grades: Current 8th-12th  Location: Copperhill, TN  
Dates: June 21-27th  Cost: $395 
 

“Youth groups will experience an unforgettable week of meaningful 
hands-on mission projects, exciting music and programs, and group-
building high adventure activities.  The camp is located in Tennessee just 
a couple of miles from Georgia and North Carolina which allows for mis-
sion and service projects in all three states.  Youth will spend the first part 
of the week painting and repairing homes for people in the nearby moun-
tain communities.  Local churches and missions will also be served as 
groups lend a hand to help maintain and improve their facilities.  This 
camp offers an extraordinary mixture of challenging mission work with 
opportunities to do exciting high adventure activities, which include 
whitewater rafting and a high-ropes course.”  Youth will have an opportu-
nity to raise money through our Rent-A-Kid fundraiser this Spring. 
 

Middle School Mission Trip: Metro Atlanta Project, MAP 
Grades: Current 6th & 7th   Location: Atlanta, GA 
Dates: July 10th-16th  Cost: $150 
 

Metro Atlanta Project is a Christian ministry that empowers teens to reach 
out to low-income senior citizens in Atlanta by addressing their roofing 
needs. Supported through Northside UMC in Atlanta, MAP is a long-
standing youth-led summer mission project.  Our sign-ups are limited to 
12.  Please sign up online at www.metroatlantaproject.org. 
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LEX LUGER TESTIMONY - SUNDAY, MAY 17, 7:00 PM   Lex Luger 
was the self-proclaimed “Total Package” and one of the most famous pro 
wrestlers in the 1980’s and 1990’s who fell on bad times through drug 
use and a motorcycle accident that left him partially paralyzed from the 
waist down.   He will share his moving testimony of how he came to know 
Jesus Christ.  Lex has shared his testimony with many groups, including 
the UGA football team and the Kennesaw State University Wesley minis-
try.  This is a great opportunity for fathers and sons to hear how God 
changed the life of a famous athlete.  There is no charge.  

SUMMER BASKETBALL AND SOCCER - JUNE AND JULY   This 
summer the Mt. Zion UMC Youth Sports Ministry will offer a basketball 
league and camp and an indoor soccer league!  Basketball is open to grades 
K through 12, and soccer is open to grades K through 8.  You can 
get information about the programs and registration forms from the front 
page of the church website.  If  you need more information, email      
youthsportsministry@mtzionumc.org or leave a message on the 
Youth Sports Ministry phone (770-971-1465 x250).  The sports ministry is 
Christ-centered and is dedicated to helping our children enjoy fun sports 
and grow in a safe environment.  Come join us and invite your friends!   



FAITH PARTNERS DISCUSSION FORUM  
Mt Zion’s Faith Partners’ recovery support ministry invites you to its monthly Dis-
cussion Forum on topics of interest to help healing and support for substance abuse 
recovery.  Discussions always include frank presentations followed by candid inter-
change.  
 
April 21 :  The Discussion Forum will focus on Supporting Adolescents in Recov-
ery, with a presentation by staff from the Hartmann Adolescent Treatment Center in 
Marietta.  This is one of the few residential treatment facilities in the state that fo-
cuses specifically on the adolescent population, assisting in the identification and 
recovery efforts of those under eighteen.  Addiction and substance abuse among the 
younger population is still an area where most outside of a professionally trained few 
are incapable of getting past the tired, old refrain, “It can’t happen here.”  Until it 
does.  Learn from experts about the reality of substance abuse in the community, the 
consequences of ignoring the problem, and viable treatment options currently avail-
able. 
 
The presentation is open to all, both congregation and community.  Join us Tuesday, 
April 21, 7:00 p.m. in Room 27, to learn more about the issue and how to provide a 
compassionate response.  

2ND ANNUAL FASHION SHOW/LUNCHEON   Don’t forget to check your clos-
ets for new and clean nearly-new ladies clothes to donate to the Spring Fling Fashion 
Show and Luncheon being held at Mt. Zion UMC on Sunday, April 26, 2009 at 
12:30 p.m. in the Gym.  Proceeds from the sale of clothing and the Silent Auction 
will benefit the Scholarship Fund of our local missions Tutoring Program.  Call 
Karen Strothers regarding your donations at 404-226-0884. 

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE FOR AGE 60 AND OLDER  Free tax assistance for 
taxpayers age 60 and older is available every Thursday from February 5 until April 9 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Our location has changed to the Fuller’s Park Recrea-
tion building located at the back of the park.  This service is provided by AARP’s 
Tax-Aide program.  Questions?  Call John Brachowski, 770-889-2413. 

· Put your gift to work today by giving online directly to the church’s account 

· Make giving simple for you and for the church staff. 

· Rest easy knowing your transaction uses the highest security. 

· Set up a one-time gift or quickly schedule recurring gifts for added convenience. 

· Give to any fund, project or mission. 

Welcome to simple  
giving at Mt. Zion  
United Methodist. 

 

To give online today, visit www.mtzionumc.org 

Simple, secure and sensible online giving at Mt. Zion! 

2009 MT. ZION HABITAT BUILD  
Our job site is located in the same Hillcrest subdivision 
in West Cobb that we built in 2008.  Carpooling is en-
couraged.  Habitat Volunteer and Information Brochures 
available in the church office and on Sundays on the 
table in the welcome area.  Our build dates for the Habi-
tat house are as follows: 
 Wed., April 15 Slab Layout, Build Headers & Tees 
 Sat., April 18 Start Framing 
 Sat., April 25 Finish Framing 
 Sat., May 2 NO WORKDAY 
 Sat., May 9 Siding and Interior Work 
 May 11-15 (Blitz Week) for Siding, Painting, etc. 
 Sat., May 16 Landscaping by Youth 
If you have any questions, contact Jack Gibbs at 770-
565-7599. 
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MT. ZION GENEALOGY GROUP UPDATE  
· Ever wondered what a cousin twice removed 

means? 
· Ever wondered where genealogy information can be 

found? 
Well, we have a group that meets to help people answer 
these and other questions. Whether you are a novice or 
expert in the field of genealogy, come join us as we dwell 
in the past for answers. The next meeting of Mt. Zion's 
Genealogy group, The Past Finders, is scheduled on 
Thursday, April 9 at 7:30 p.m. in the Room 25.  If you 
have questions about our group, please feel free to con-
tact Tom Hargis, Richard Estes, or Gordon Hellman. 

THE SINGLE WOMEN’S GROUP  
The Single Women’s Group will be traveling to Madison, 
GA on Saturday, April 4.  We will leave from the church 
parking lot at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning.  The ride 
will take about an hour and 30-45 minutes to get 
there.  We will view some of the historic homes, eat 
lunch, and shop before returning home.  We will leave 
from Madison around 3:45-4:00 p.m. which should put 
us back a the church around 5:30-6:00 p.m.  Newcomers 
are always welcome.  If you are interested in this trip, 
please call Lisa Finch at 770-971-0176.  We will set up 
carpools to make the ride.  Wear comfortable walking 
shoes - hope to see you there! 

KEENAGERS 
The Keenagers (kids that are 65+) enjoyed fine dining at The Swan Coach House 
and now are gearing up for a trolley tour of Marietta followed by lunch at Sam and 
Dave’s BBQ2.  (Western attire is acceptable.)  After lunch we will tour the Strand 
Theatre before moseying on back to the church.  The lunch menu and a sign-up sheet 
will be posted on Rev. Moeller’s door.  Please meet at the bus and be ready to leave 
at 9:15 A.M. on Tuesday, April 28.  Reservations are required and the deadline to 
sign-up is Friday, April 24.  Contact the church office or Freda Storey at 770-973-
7346 if you plan to attend. 

UPDATING EMAIL ROSTER  
In an effort to keep everyone informed about church activities we are trying to keep 
our email roster up to date.  If you have an email address and would like to receive 
emails of church happenings or current news about Mt. Zion please email your name 
and email address to tani.gilliam@mtzionumc.org. 

MT. ZION YARD MAINTENANCE  
It is that time of the year once again to start with yard 
maintenance on the Mt. Zion facilities.  It also appropri-
ately falls into the upcoming “Season of Service.”  Please 
do your part and volunteer online using the attached 
link.  In the event someone has already signed up for a 
week that you can help, go ahead and volunteer with 
them.  As the old biblical proverb says: “Many Hands 
Make Light Work.” 
http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/MtZion_Lawn_Care 
Please contact Chuck Hawkins or Mike Jacobson should 
you have any questions. 
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Ushers: 8:30 Jerry Nix, Ernie Carlson, Mike Donovan, Mike Jacobson, 
  David McElmoyle 
 9:45 Craig Hershberger, Chuck Mislo 
 11:00 Rick Boyette, Robert Cox, Steve Harrison, Mark Palmer,  
  Crawford Pound, Ed Reedy 
Greeters: April 5:   CeCe Ellis, Patsy Engleman, Jeff & Hope Felshaw,  
 Lois Gibbs, Seekers 
 April 12:   David & Penny King, Chuck & Sue Hawkins, 
 Louise Hellman, Logos 
Candy Ministry: April 5:  No Volunteer 
 April 12:   No Candy Delivery (Easter) 
MUST Weekly Donation: Cereal, peanut butter, jelly, soup, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
 canned meat, canned fruit, canned pasta, canned vegetables, 
 canned and dry beans, macaroni and cheese, baby food, rice,  
 boxed meals. 
MUST Meal: April 11:   Discovery Class 
Prayer Ministers: April 5 April 12 
 8:00 Marty Sharpe 8:00 Gordon Kingsley 
 9:30   No Volunteer 9:30 Lynn Hummer 
 11:00  Rob Kabel 11:00 Deborah Brigham 
Courtesy Shuttle: April 5:  Crawford Pound; April 12:   David Brigham 
Pew Crew: April 19: Carol Muelchi; April 26:  Ashley Duryea 
Coffee Hour: April 12:  No Coffee Hour; April 19:  Cantata 

MT. ZION  UMC M INISTRY  VOLUNTEERS 

8:30 & 11:00 AM      Traditional Service 
9:45 AM    Contemporary Praise Service 
9:45 AM    Sunday School For All Ages 

WORSHIP TIMES 

MT. ZION  OPERATING  BUDGET UPDATE   
M ARCH  2009 GOAL  

$100,000.00 
 

M ARCH  2009 ACTUAL  
(July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009) 

$106,742.00 
 

RECEIVED  MARCH  29, 2009 
$20,296.00 

 

WEEKLY  GOAL  
$25,000.00 

 

THREE YEAR CONNECTIONS CAMPAIGN  
(January 1, 2007-December 31, 2009) 

Amount pledged       $1,349,419.00 
Amount received in March              $19,779.00 
Total received to date         $943,936.00 

ATTENDANCE  3/22 
Worship:       527     
 

Sunday School:         251  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ATTENDANCE  3/29 
Worship:    480    
 

Sunday School:        228 


