
MT. ZION EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES  
Our Easter Worship Services, on April 12 will be held at 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  Please make 
note of our different worship times. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR MARION JOHNSON  
The Mt. Zion church family is invited to join Alan and Sharon Humphrey in a remembrance 
and celebration of the life of Marion Johnson, Sharon’s mother, on Sunday, March 29, at 2:30 
p.m. in the Chapel.  Marion has been a part of our church family and we will greatly miss her 
presence in the life of our church. 

 
Rev. Laurie Moeller, Preaching 

SERMON SERIES 

THE ZIONEER    Mt. Zion UMC March 15, 2009 
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Last week my daughter asked me how the leaves would “glue” themselves to the 
trees in the Spring Time.  I had this mental image of leaves rising from their 
“mulchy” graves, transforming from their brittle brown to supple green and affixing 
themselves to their respective trees.  The thought made me laugh.  But how else 
would a 4 year old expect trees to get leaves without Disney like magic?  I took her 
hand and we walked up to a neighbor’s yard where we could see the branches of a 
tree.  I showed her the tiny buds that were beginning to form on the branches.  “See 
the bump on the branch – the leaves will come out of there.  The leaves from last 
year are gone and new ones will be born.”  She looked at me with an expression of 
amazement, and I was so proud of this valuable teaching moment.  However, that 
moment only lasted a few seconds – as her attention quickly turned to the gum she 
found in her pocket. 
 
For many of us we forget that God is birthing something new even when we can’t see 
it.  We seem to know that life will change and expect for NEW life to come from the 
mulch of our past – as if new life that comes can only be made of what we know al-
ready.  We have limited expectations for God and expect only an updated version of 
what we have already lived and experienced.  But God tells us “Behold, I am making 
all things new!”  Why do we insist that he has promised, “Behold, I shall recycle the 
past”?  The promise of new life is a promise of new creation and new vision.  Always 
has been. 
 
I was so fortunate to attend the Walk to Emmaus this past weekend.  A wonderful 3-
day spiritual journey in which we are told not to “anticipate” anything – we are to 
experience the days as they unfold.  I learned quickly that I anticipate just about eve-
rything that happens – with no regard for God’s creativity.  What a great joy to re-
member that God can and will create a future and a life that is completely new and 
completely different from the past.  We can never truly anticipate the great work of 
God our creator.  God can and will surprise us with new life at every turn if we allow 
God to be God.��
�

�������

CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY   Christian love and sympathy is extended to Mark 
Turpin in the death of his brother, Tim Turpin.   Christian love and sympathy is extended to 
Cindy Byrd & Family in the death of her mother, Thelma Byrd.  Christian love and sympathy 
is extended to Randy Beasley & Family in the death of his mother, Daisy Beasley.  These 
families hold a special place in our hearts. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS   Memorial gifts have been received in loving memory of Marion John-
son from Lewis & Sandra DeRose, Elizabeth Walling and Pat & Jim O’Kelley.  Memorial gifts 
have been received in loving memory of Ernie Souza from Walton Facilities Foundation, 
Walton Faculty, James Hook, Timothy Marshall & Colette Cowie, Toby & Cheryl Harrell, 
Patricia Bell, Jerry & Anne Rehfuss, Nancy Whitehead, Patricia Webster, Lamar & Karen 
Chambers, Ed & Judy Shell, Gayle Agnew, Nancy Richie, Kenna Laslavic, Kathleen & Dennis 
Kelcourse and Kathy & Edward Sparkman.  Memorial gifts have been received in loving mem-
ory of  Suzanne Martin’s Father, Walter Pharr from Ed & Delta Reedy, Tom & Louise 
Brown, Richard & Annelle Moser and Patsy & Robert Stubbs.  A memorial gift has been re-
ceived in loving memory of Rufus Walling from Lamar & Karen Chambers.  A memorial gift 
has been received in loving memory of Jack Derham from Lamar & Karen Chambers.  A 
memorial gift has been received in loving memory of Thelma Byrd from Fred & Dorothy 
Volpe.  A memorial gift has been received in loving memory of Tim Turpin from Richard & 
Annelle Moser. 



FAITH PARTNERS    
 “As the alcoholism progresses 
and the co-alcoholism devel-
ops, there really is very little 
time left for children to be 

children.” (GR pg 18) “I remember as if it were yes-
terday just what I would say – me, a nine year old 
child in an alcoholic family- if the bill collectors or an 
employer called looking for my parents. Even today, 
years later, I still get anxious when the phone rings.”     
If you or a family member struggles with the conse-
quences of alcohol or chemical dependency, reach out 
for support in confidence to Faith Partners ministry at 
faithpartners@mtzionumc.org or call 770-573-
3720. 

 

THANK YOU   Thank you for your caring thoughts, prayers, cards and support during my 
Mother’s illness and passing.  Your loving expressions of care and sympathy have sustained us.  
We are grateful to be a part of the Mt. Zion family!  Sandy Stefani and Family 

DEAR MT. ZION UMC    
Thank you ALL  so much - from Steve to Laurie, Membership Care and all the individuals who 
lifted us up in prayer during my Dad’s death.  You are a remarkable testimony of Christ’s love 
and compassion.  We sincerely appreciate you all.  In Christ, Norman, Debbie & Arin Conway 

WOW DINNER MENU  
March 25 

 Pork & Chicken BBQ Sandwiches, 
Coleslaw, Chips, Applesauce,  

Broccoli Casserole, Corn Casserole, 
Dessert, Drinks 

 

April 1 
 Rotisserie Chicken, Fried Chicken Strips, Au Gratin 

Potatoes, Green Beans, Vegetable Medley, 
Salad Bar, Rolls, Dessert, Drinks 

 
No reservations needed. 

Serving lines open at 5:15 p.m. 

The 2009 Golf For His Glory Tournament is Mon-
day, May 18.  This year’s event will be held at Indian 
Hills Country Club in Marietta, Georgia. We encour-
age you to invite your friends, neighbors, family 
members and co-workers who are golfers. Now is a 
great time to pull your foursomes together for what 
promises to be another great day of golf and fellow-
ship! Just go to www.mtzionumc.org, find the link to 
the golf registration brochure, drop off the completed 
form in the GFHG mail slot just outside the church 
office. We look forward to seeing you on May 18! 
Men’s Morning Fellowship - We have a group of 
men who meet every Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. 
for breakfast at Mrs. Winners on Johnson Ferry Road.  
Feel free to drop in and enjoy their fellowship.  If you 
have questions about this group, contact Mark 
Turpin. 
Men’s Morning Bible Study - Fridays 6:30 a.m.- 
7:30 a.m. in the Youth Center.  This is a great group 
for accountability, fellowship, prayer and study.  The 
topics vary, but focus on the Bible or use of Christian 
books that rely heavily on Scripture.  Please contact 
Frank Barnett, frank.barnett@cnn.com, or Marty 
Sharpe, mesharpe@yahoo.com for more info. 

UMM NEWS 

 
Keepsake Quilters will be Shop Hopping through Atlanta on the church bus on Thursday, 
March 26th, leaving at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Susanna Circle - Scenes from The Holy Land:  Women of the church and guests are in-
vited to our Susanna Circle meeting on Tuesday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m. in the home of Bar-
bara Hooper.  Barbara’s husband, John, will share photos and observations from his trip to 
the Holy Land.  We’ll also enjoy fellowship and refreshments -- join us!  Directions from Mt. 
Zion: Right on Johnson Ferry, Right on Freeman Road (at La Strada), follow to 4459 Freeman 
Road.  Barbara’s phone number is 770-650-8964.  Please RSVP to Darline Cohen:  
lcohen50@bellsouth.net. 

UMW NEWS 

John Lloyd & Family / His mother is in the 
 hospital 
Ann Rainey:  Request from Pat O’Kelley / 
 Healing; has biopsy on right leg this week 
Sharon Chatham:  Request from Tom & 
 Linda Hargis / Pregnancy complications 
Barry Camp:  Bruce Whitney’s Co-Worker / 
 Healing; cancer 
Alleita Whitney:  Request from Bruce  
 Whitney / Healing for lung and heart 
 health challenges 
Becky:  Lois & Jack Gibbs’ Niece / Fiancé 
 died unexpectedly 
Lorry Leeland:  Lois & Jack Gibbs’ Niece / 
 Surgery 
 

NEW PRAYER CONCERNS THIS WEEK:  

Our Nation & Our Troops 
Mt. Zion Missionaries 
Mary Kerr:  Friend of Nan Philips & Darline 
 Cohen / Having kidney removed 3/16;  
 pray that all cancer will be gotten 
Jennifer Andrews:  Cass Harrison’s Extended 
 Family Member / Recovery and good 
 health 
Pam Reynolds:  Cass Harrison’s Friend / 
 Strength and better health following  
 surgery 
Joy, Nat and Josh Wordell:  Request from 
 Tricia Dougherty / For healing and peace 
Jack Osborne / Return to good health 

WHEN LIFE SEEMS DREARY AND SPRING SEEMS FAR AWAY . . . 
Spring may have arrived, but life can still seem cold and dreary for those who have 
suffered a loss or experienced a crisis.  Our Stephen Ministers are trained to help 

people through the “winters” of life, providing emotional and spiritual support during tough 
times.  If you or someone you know could benefit from the confidential, one-to-one Christian 
care of a Stephen Minister, contact one of Mt. Zion’s Stephen Ministry Leaders:  Rita Moore, 
770-971-5291 or Marty Sharpe, 770-992-5948.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for 
you. 

NEWS FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE   
Dates for the Costa Rica Mission Trip have been finalized - our team will leave Saturday, 
June 20 and return Saturday June 27.  We will be partnering with other Georgia and Florida 
churches to pour a floor in the new Methodist conference center in San Jose and partnering 
with a local church for VBS and other mission outreach.  Please prayerfully consider partici-
pating in this important mission effort.  Please contact Crawford Pound or the church office for 
more information. 
On April 22  there will be a special mission focused WOW supper.  Everyone is invited. 
On Friday through Sunday, May 1-3 we will be hosting a Global Outreach Weekend in 
partnership with The Mission Society.  This Norcross based group works with many churches 
and missionaries to help train and support mission outreach.  There will be a Friday evening 
and Saturday morning program as well as a focus Sunday morning on mission.  Advanced 
registration is required for the Friday and Saturday events but all are invited.  Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend.  Watch for more info or contact David Brigham or the church 
office. 
Our Spring Habitat build  recruiting and fund raising has begun.  Contact Jack Gibbs for more 
information. 
The Mission Book Sale fund raiser will be on June 13 and 14.  Stock up for your summer 
reading. 
The mission committee is very excited about the upcoming Season of Service and look forward 
to many of you joining us in mission. 

Simple, secure and sensible online giving at Mt. Zion! 

· Put your gift to work today by giving online directly to the 
church’s account 

· Make giving simple for you and for the church staff. 

· Rest easy knowing your transaction uses the highest security. 

· Set up a one-time gift or quickly schedule recurring gifts for 
added convenience. 

· Give to any fund, project or mission. 

WELCOME  TO SIMPLE  GIVING  AT   
MT. ZION  UNITED  METHODIST . 

 

To give online today, visit www.mtzionumc.org 

Habitat for Humanity   2009 Build Dates:  April 15, April 18, April 25, May 9, May 11-15 
and May 16.  (Questions, contact Jack Gibbs, 770-565-7599) 



TUESDAY MORNING BOOK CLUB   This month we will be reading 
C.S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce.  Come join us for discussion and lunch on 
MARCH 31 at 11:00 a.m. in Room 25.  We expect some deep conversa-
tion with this one!  This book demonstrates that a work of fantasy can be an 
effective tool for proclaiming the gospel.  Lewis’ theological perception 
and vivid imagination come together here in an astonishing vision of 
heaven and hell. The Great Divorce upholds the scriptural teaching that 
those who end up in hell put themselves there by ultimately refusing to 
receive the redemptive grace God makes available to them in Christ. This is 
in contrast to teachings that, in the minds of many, present God as a vindic-
tive monster rather than as the loving Creator-Redeemer revealed in the 
Bible. The story chronicles the responses of a busload of hell’s inhabitants 
to an imaginary tour of heaven. Explore the human condition, with its petti-
ness, vanity and capacity for self-deception, where some humans keep 
finding creative ways to say no to God’s yes for them in Christ, through 
pride and selfishness - maybe forever. 

KEENAGERS  As we leave New Orleans behind, Keenagers (kids that are 
65+) will visit an Atlanta tradition, The Swan Coach House, on March 24.  
The lunch menu and other information will be posted on the Keenagers’ 
bulletin board and a sign-up sheet will be on Rev. Moeller’s door.  Please 
meet at the bus and be ready to leave at 10:15 a.m.  You must sign-up by 
March 20 to attend.  Contact the church office or Freda Storey at 770-
973-7346 if you plan to attend.  Your carriage awaits…. 

GRADUATION TIME!!!   Sunday, May 17th, 2009 will be High School/
College Graduate Recognition Sunday.  If you have a high school or col-
lege graduate please call our church office or fill out and return this form 
by May 5th.  If you do not turn in your graduate’s information, they will 
not be listed in the bulletin on Graduation Sunday.  

Name              . 
 

Parents              . 
 

School Graduating From            . 
 

             . 
 

College attending in the Fall or plans for next year         . 
 

             . 
 

             . 
 

Degree              . 

2ND ANNUAL FASHION SHOW/LUNCHEON   Don’t forget to check 
your closets for new and clean nearly-new ladies clothes to donate to the 
Spring Fling Fashion Show and Luncheon being held at Mt. Zion UMC on 
Sunday, April 26, 2009 at 12:30 p.m. in the Gym.  Proceeds from the sale 
of clothing and the Silent Auction will benefit the Scholarship Fund of our 
local missions Tutoring Program.  Call Karen Strothers regarding your 
donations at 404-226-0884. 
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From 6:15-6:45 p.m. in Room 10 (second room on left in Nursery Hall) 
ages 3-Kindergarten can spend time with Pastor Steve singing and praising 
the Lord and having a mid week Bible lesson.   
6:15-7:00 p.m. in Room 9 (second room on right of Nursery Hall) 1st-5th 
graders can participate in a mid week Bible study, game or activity and 
then sing their hearts out with the guitar music of Pastor Steve! 
**Children must be signed in and out of this program at the parents station 
located in the Nursery Hall** 
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He will visit with everyone and eat lots of carrot sticks, smile for pictures, 
and then he will hop outside for the Easter Egg Hunt starting at 6:25 
p.m.  We will give the little ones (ages 2-3) a head start of about 5 minutes 
then it’s open season on egg hunting!!!  Bring your own basket and I look 
forward to seeing you there!    
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3:45-4:45 p.m.  Percussion Class, 3rd-5th graders Rm. 27 Adult S.S. Hall 
5:00-6:00 p.m.  Zioneers, 4th-5th graders (check in gym)   
5:00-6:00 p.m.  Kids Small Group, 1st-3rd graders (check in gym)   
6:00-6:30 p.m.  Dinner and Recreation, 1st-5th graders ($3 for dinner) 

 

PARENTS:  Remember that children must be  
signed IN and OUT  of Sunday Night Activities����

VBS 2009:  July 13-17 
 

Mark your calendars and make it a pri-
ority to attend, lead, assist,  

and participate in this summer’s  
‘Must Be In’ event…’Crocodile Dock’! 

 

Children ages 3 (by 9/01/08 and bathroom 
ready) to rising 5th Graders!  

Registration forms are available on-line, 
www.mtzionumc.org, and in the church office. 

 

Volunteers are our youth (rising 6th grade and up),  
our moms and dads, grandmothers and grandfathers! 

 

COMMIT EARLY 
This is a volunteer driven community ministry.  The number of  

volunteers reflects how many children are able to attend! 
 

Volunteer Positions: 
*Class Shepherds  *Music Organizers/Leaders  *Drama Experience Or-
ganizers/ Leaders  *Arts & Crafts Organizers/Leaders  *Snack Leaders  
*Mission Project Organizers  *Recreation & Games Organizers/Leaders  

*Donation Organizers  **Set Up and Decorators** 
Please contact Stephanie Henry or Laura Stubbs for more info! 

MISSION PICTURES  If you have  pictures of your group in action doing 
mission work we would love to include them in a video we are planning.  
Email your pictures to Libby Barnett at libbybarnett@bellsouth.net.   

IT’S MARCH MADNESS TIME!   An open gym with supervised play 
will be offered on Thursday nights on March 19, March 26 and April 2.  I 
hope that you will take advantage of these evenings to have some fun and 
bring your friends to the gym to play hoops!  There is no charge.  Parents 
will need to sign a permission form.  Grades 1-5 with basic skills will play 
from 6:00-7:00 p.m., Grades 4-8 with intermediate skills will play from 
7:00-8:00 p.m., and Grades 8-12 with advanced skills will play from 8:00-
9:00 p.m.  Thank you for your support of Hoops2Heaven! 

YOUTH  SUMMER  M ISSION TRIPS 2009 
 

High School Mission Trip with Team Effort 
Grades: Current 8th-12th  Location: Copperhill, TN  
Dates: June 21-27th  Cost: $395 
 

“Youth groups will experience an unforgettable week of meaningful 
hands-on mission projects, exciting music and programs, and group-
building high adventure activities.  The camp is located in Tennessee just 
a couple of miles from Georgia and North Carolina which allows for mis-
sion and service projects in all three states.  Youth will spend the first part 
of the week painting and repairing homes for people in the nearby moun-
tain communities.  Local churches and missions will also be served as 
groups lend a hand to help maintain and improve their facilities.  This 
camp offers an extraordinary mixture of challenging mission work with 
opportunities to do exciting high adventure activities, which include 
whitewater rafting and a high-ropes course.” 
 

Middle School Mission Trip: Metro Atlanta Project, MAP 
Grades: Current 6th & 7th   Location: Atlanta, GA 
Dates: July 10th-16th  Cost: $150 
 

Metro Atlanta Project is a Christian ministry that empowers teens to reach 
out to low-income senior citizens in Atlanta by addressing their roofing 
needs. Supported through Northside UMC in Atlanta, MAP is a long-
standing youth-led summer mission project.  Our sign-ups are limited to 
12.  Please sign up online at www.metroatlantaproject.org. 
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Ushers: 8:30 Jerry Nix, Dean Bowser, David Rousculp, Wayne Otterbourg, 
  Elaine Otterbourg 
 9:45 Craig Hershberger, Chuck Mislo 
 11:00 Rick Boyette, Tom Brown, Ashley Duryea, Gary Duryea, 
  Richard Lunney, Cathy Westbrook 
Greeters: March 22:  Laura Buck, Lynn Capland, April Conaway,  
 Keith & Marge Crozier, Pairs & Spares 
 March 29:  Terri Donnelly, Debbie & Arin Conway,  
 Jacqueline Cutts, Betty Derham, Trisha Dougherty, Pathfinders 
Candy Ministry: March 22:  Kathleen Zelman 
 March 29:  Jay Reynolds 
MUST Weekly Donation: Cereal, peanut butter, jelly, soup, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
 canned meat, canned fruit, canned pasta, canned vegetables, 
 canned and dry beans, macaroni and cheese, baby food, rice,  
 boxed meals. 
MUST Meal: April 11:   Discovery Class 
Prayer Ministers: March 22 March 29 
 8:00 Mike Donovan 8:00 Susan Kronenberger 
    Patsy Engleman 
 9:30   Jan Fraumann 9:30 Leslie Bridenbaugh 
 11:00  Rick Boyd 11:00 Ray Bridenbaugh 
Courtesy Shuttle: March 22:  Keith Arthur; March 29:  Bryan Garrett 
Pew Crew: March 29: Lisa Ingraham; April 5:  Ginny Pullins/Martha Moon 
Coffee Hour: March 22: Discovery;  March 29: Pathfinders 

MT. ZION  UMC M INISTRY  VOLUNTEERS 

8:30 & 11:00 AM      Traditional Service 
9:45 AM    Contemporary Praise Service 
9:45 AM    Sunday School For All Ages 

WORSHIP TIMES 

MT. ZION  OPERATING  BUDGET UPDATE   
M ARCH  2009 GOAL  

$100,000.00 
 

M ARCH  2009 ACTUAL  
(July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009) 

$66,171.00 
 

RECEIVED  MARCH  15, 2009 
$17,886.00 

 

WEEKLY  GOAL  
$25,000.00 

 

THREE YEAR CONNECTIONS CAMPAIGN  
(January 1, 2007-December 31, 2009) 

Amount pledged       $1,349,419.00 
Amount received in March              $10,007.00 
Total received to date         $931,527.00 

ATTENDANCE  3/8 
Worship:       413     
 

Sunday School:        178  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ATTENDANCE  3/15 
Worship:    448    
 

Sunday School:        202 


