
“G ETTING  BACK  INTO SHAPE” 
Luke 13:10-21 

Rev. Steve Lyle, Preaching 

SERMON SERIES 

THE ZIONEER    Mt. Zion UMC March 8, 2009 
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FOR ONE MONTH , BE JUST L IKE  ANDREW 
 

The month of March affords us the wonderful opportunity to be just like Andrew.  In 
fact, God wants us to be just like him all the time.  I strongly encourage you to be 
like him during the month of March for if we were like Andrew for just one month, 
the difference it would make in the life of our church would be profound.  We would 
see attendance in worship double.  We would see at least twice as many people be-
coming members of the Mt. Zion community of believers than we do now.  We 
would see a marked increase in participation in Christian education.  Our youth and 
children’s program would double in size.  Our financial situation would move out of 
the red into the black all because we became like Andrew for just one month.  You 
may be asking by now, “Who is Andrew?” 
 

There is not much to learn about Andrew because not much has been written about 
him.  We do know that he was one of the followers of Christ but there are no books 
or letters in the Bible bearing his name like we find for Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
Peter, Titus, and Timothy.  He is rather obscure except for in John 1:40-42 we learn 
that Andrew was one of the first two followers of Christ.  It is also in these two 
verses that we learn about a very beautiful characteristic in Andrew’s life that had a 
profound impact on the early church.  So excited was he about finding the Messiah 
that, “the first thing Andrew did was find his brother Simon and he told him, ‘We 
have found the Lord’ and then he brought Simon to Jesus.” 
 

It was because of Andrew’s excitement about finding the Messiah and through his 
love for Simon and a willingness to bring him to Christ that God used Andrew to 
change the world.  It was Simon, who would later be called Peter that would become 
one of the major pillars of the first century church.  But it didn’t end here for An-
drew.  Later in John’s gospel we again find Andrew bringing someone to Jesus.  This 
time it was a small boy with a simple sack lunch containing five loaves and two 
fishes and, well, we know the end of that story. 
 

So here we are on our Lenten journey with Jesus to Jerusalem and along the way we 
will have life changing encounters as He meets various people with different needs.  
We will enter with Him through the gates of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, break bread 
with Him in the upper room, experience the pain of the cross on Good Friday, and 
weep tears of joy at the discovery of the empty tomb on Easter Sunday.  The chal-
lenge we face is to decide whether to close the doors of our church and go on this 
journey as one big happy family, or do we become like Andrew and throw open the 
doors and go out and invite as many people as we can to come with us.  How we de-
cide will make all the difference.  I wonder, will you bring someone to Jesus this 
Lenten and Easter season? 
 

Because He First Loved Us, 
 

�����    

CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY   Christian love and sympathy is extended to Pat 
Souza, Beth Goldman, Cindy Mosher & Families in the death of Ernie Souza.   Christian love 
and sympathy is extended to Fran Gregory & Family in the death of her father, Kenneth 
Schmidt.  Christian love and sympathy is extended to Sharon Humphrey & Family  in the 
death of her mother, Marion Johnson.  Christian love and sympathy is also extended to Den-
nis Bowman & Family in the death of his brother, Jerry Bowman.  Christian love and sympa-
thy is also extended to Suzanne Martin & Family in the death of  her father, Walter Pharr.  
These families hold a special place in our hearts. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS   We welcome the newest members of Mt. Zion UMC:  Lee 
& Jody Baxley, 2910 Mountain Trace NE, Roswell, 30075, 770-650-8157.  Their children are 
Ashlyn, Taylor & Laurel. 

GIFT IN HONOR   Mt. Zion has received a gift in honor of Robert Stubbs from Ed & Delta 
Reedy designated for Habitat. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS   A memorial gift has been received in loving memory of Jack Derham 
from The Membership Care Committee.  A memorial gift has been received in loving memory 
of Ernie Souza from Terry & Wanda Taylor. 



THANK YOU   A very special thanks to Rod Kaye for taking pictures at the consecration of 
our new building. Rod is a professional photographer and has his own studio, Rod Kaye Studio. 

DEAR MT. ZION MEMBERS   Thank you so much for the beautiful roses that Barbara & 
Ray Weeks brought to the house.  The calls of concern and visits concerning by back surgery 
have been wonderful.  How could I forget the wonderful meals provided by my Seekers Sun-
day School Class?  Mt. Zion is a wonderful and caring church.  Love, “Biff” Petty 

The cost of a Habitat house this year is $60,000.  
Again this year, we will be partnering with Kennesaw 
UMC and Due West UMC, who will be making fi-
nancial commitments toward the cost of the house.    
We are also working with Habitat to partner with a 
third group that wants to provide volunteers and 
$15,000.  Habitat has been an important ministry of 
Mt. Zion since 1995.  Over the years our church has 
been involved in building 20 Habitat homes for needy 
families who have been able to experience the thrill 
of first time homeownership.  This year, Mt Zion 
UMC needs to raise $20,000 as our portion toward 
the cost of the Habitat house.  We ask that you 
prayerfully consider how you can financially support 
our Habitat Project for 2009.  2009 Build Dates:   
April 15 (Slab), April 18, April 25, May 9, May 11- 
14 and May 16. 
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WOW DINNER MENU  
March 11 

Corned Beef & Cabbage,  
Honey Baked Ham, Smoked Turkey, 

New Potatoes, Vegetables,  
Salad Bar, Rolls, Dessert, Drinks 

 

March 18 
Roast Beef, Breaded Chicken Breasts,  

Mashed Potatoes, Carrots, Corn, Green Beans,  
Salad Bar, Rolls, Dessert, Drinks 

 
No reservations needed. 

Serving lines open at 5:15 p.m. 

Please mark your calendar for Monday, May 18, for 
the 2009 Golf for His Glory Tournament!  This 
year's event will be held at Indian Hills Country Club 
in Marietta, Georgia.  We encourage you to start put-
ting your foursomes together now for what promises 
to be another great day of golf and fellowship! 
Men’s Morning Fellowship - We have a group of 
men who meet every Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. 
for breakfast at Mrs. Winners on Johnson Ferry Road.  
Feel free to drop in and enjoy their fellowship.  If you 
have questions about this group, contact Mark 
Turpin. 
Men’s Morning Bible Study - Fridays 6:30 a.m.- 
7:30 a.m. in the Youth Center.  This is a great group 
for accountability, fellowship, prayer and study.  The 
topics vary, but focus on the Bible or use of Christian 
books that rely heavily on Scripture.  Please contact 
Frank Barnett, frank.barnett@cnn.com, or Marty 
Sharpe, mesharpe@yahoo.com for more info. 

UMM NEWS 

 
Early Birds  will meet Tuesday, March 10 in the Youth Center to make Easter Baskets for 
MUST Ministries.  Please bring 2 chocolate bunnies, 2 small stuffed animals, individually 
wrapped candy, small toys, crayons and activity books.  Following the meeting, we will have 
lunch at Relish.  Contact Clair Hetherington, 770-977-3699, for more information. 
The Dorothea Circle will be meeting on Tuesday, March 10, at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth Cen-
ter.  We will be continuing our study on Women of the Bible.  Refreshments will be served.  
We invite any women of the church to join us.  For questions, call Betty 770-973-4019 or 
Elner 770-971-3286. 
Keepsake Quilters Retreat will be held at Pam Parlier’s cabin in Tennessee from March 16-
19, leaving at 9:00 a.m. 
Keepsake Quilters will be Shop Hopping through Atlanta on the church bus on March 26th, 
leaving at 8:30 a.m. 

UMW NEWS 

Gladys Hargis:  Request from Tom & Linda 
 Hargis / She’s moving from her daughter’s 
 house to a nursing home; she has  
 dementia/Alzheimer’s; please pray for an 
 easy transition for her; she is so attached to 
 her daughter 
Mike & Patricia McClure:  Request from 
 Dean Bowser / Mike is having liver cancer 
 surgery 
Ervin Lett:  Mindy Newton’s Co-Worker’s 
 Father / Complications during surgery 
Richard Estes 
 

NEW PRAYER CONCERNS THIS WEEK:  

Our Nation & Our Troops 
Mt. Zion Missionaries 
Narris Harless:  Pam Crenshaw’s Mother / 
 Broken bone in foot caused by fall 
Dennis Bowman & Family / Peace and  
 comfort in the death of Dennis’ brother 
Harriet Spigener:  Cam Gray’s  
 Grandmother / Had stroke; fell and broke 
 her leg; please pray for healing 
Pem Ennis:  Request from Al & Lois 
 Cheole / In remission (cancer) 

FAITH PARTNERS    
“With alcoholism in fami-
lies…..the use of alcohol is the 
issue around which everything 
else is centered. No other issue 

affects the family so deeply.” (GR pg 21) “Until years 
after I left that toxic environment, I could not see what 
it had done to me. It was as if I had lived in a concen-
tration camp, from which there was no hope of es-
cape.”    If you or a family member struggles with the 
consequences of alcohol or chemical dependency, 
reach out for support in confidence to Faith Partners 
ministry at faithpartners@mtzionumc.org or call 
770-573-3720. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  On March 11, Mt. Zion’s church staff will be at an all day re-
treat.  The church office will be open from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. with volunteers and will be 
closed for the rest of the day.  The church office will reopen Thursday, March 12 at 9:00 a.m. 

2ND ANNUAL FASHION SHOW/LUNCHEON   Don’t forget to check your closets for new 
and clean nearly-new ladies clothes to donate to the Spring Fling Fashion Show and Luncheon 
being held at Mt. Zion UMC on Sunday, April 26, 2009 at 12:30 p.m. in the Gym.  Proceeds 
from the sale of clothing and the Silent Auction will benefit the Scholarship Fund of our local 
missions Tutoring Program.  Call Karen Strothers regarding your donations at 404-226-0884. 

SINGLES GROUP  Singles and Singles Again group will join the Single Women’s group for 
a game night on Friday, March 20, 2009.  Watch for details to follow on this fun evening! 

B.A.S.I.C.S. TALENT SHOW  The Mt. 
Zion B.A.S.I.C.S. Talent Show and Dinner 
will be held on March 15 at 5:30 p.m.  We 
have some acts you’ll definitely want to 
see!!  Join us for food, fun and fellowship 
while supporting the B.A.S.I.C.S. Summer 
Mission Tour.  Come join us for dinner and 
fellowship while supporting the B.A.S.I.C.S. 
Summer Mission Tour.  Tickets are $10 
Adult, $7 Child (under 12), $30 max/family.  

IT’S OKAY TO BE HUMAN . . .    
An important theme of the Lenten season is the humanity of Christ.  In Jesus, God 
became human and fully experienced the wide range of emotions we all encounter 

in life.  Jesus experienced times of loneliness, sadness, hurt, anger, disappointment, grief, and 
abandonment.  That is part of being human.  Another part of being human is needing help from 
each other.  God never intended us to be completely self-sufficient.  Part of God’s plan is for 
each of us to turn to others for help when we need it.  So when you are experiencing difficult 
times, don’t struggle alone.  Our Stephen Ministers will walk with you, listen to you, encour-
age you, pray with you, and provide confidential one-to-one care to help you through tough 
times.  Stephen Ministers can bring the love of Jesus back into your life.  To learn more about 
Stephen Ministry, talk to one of our Stephen Leaders, Rita Moore, 770-971-5291 or Marty 
Sharpe, 770-992-5948.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you! 

March 8, 2009 
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From 6:15-6:45 p.m. in Room 10 (second room on left in Nursery Hall) 
ages 3-Kindergarten can spend time with Pastor Steve singing and praising 
the Lord and having a mid week Bible lesson.   
6:15-7:00 p.m. in Room 9 (second room on right of Nursery Hall) 1st-5th 
graders can participate in a mid week Bible study, game or activity and 
then sing their hearts out with the guitar music of Pastor Steve! 
**Children must be signed in and out of this program at the parents station 
located in the Nursery Hall** 
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He will visit with everyone and eat lots of carrot sticks, smile for pictures, 
and then he will hop outside for the Easter Egg Hunt starting at 6:25 
p.m.  We will give the little ones (ages 2-3) a head start of about 5 minutes 
then it’s open season on egg hunting!!!  Bring your own basket and I look 
forward to seeing you there!    

��� � ,-./*
�,-./*
�,-./*
�,-./*
� 				��� � �������� -�-��*+-�-��*+-�-��*+-�-��*+ �������� ��/'+��/'+��/'+��/'+ ���� �-0,��-0,��-0,��-0,� �������� '*�,'*�,'*�,'*�, �1�1�1�1����
 

3:45-4:45 p.m.  Percussion Class, 3rd-5th graders Rm. 27 Adult S.S. Hall 
 

5:00-6:00 p.m.  Zioneers, 4th-5th graders (check in gym)   
 

5:00-6:00 p.m.  Kids Small Group, 1st-3rd graders (check in gym)   
 

6:00-6:30 p.m.  Dinner and Recreation, 1st-5th graders ($3 for dinner) 
 

PARENTS:  Remember that children must be  
signed IN and OUT  of Sunday Night Activities 
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MISSION PICTURES  If you have  pictures of your group in action doing 
mission work (either international or local--this includes UMW circles, 
UMM, Habitat, Gobble Jog, Tutoring Program/Fashion Show etc.) we 
would love to include them in a video we are planning.  Please email your 
pictures to Libby Barnett at libbybarnett@bellsouth.net.  We would love 
to feature YOUR group in this video! 

STANTON LANIER IN CONCERT   The Evangelism Team is pleased to 
present Stanton Lanier in Concert on Sunday evening, March 8, at 7:00 
p.m. during Our Season of Being.  Stanton’s ministry, called Music to 
Light the World, is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization with a vision to 
“bring peace to the soul” through scripture inspired piano.  You can get 
more information on his ministry at http://stantonlanier.com.  His mission 
is to create experiences of God’s peace and hope through scripture inspired 
piano recordings and performances.  Our passion is to bring a sense of 
peace, hope and healing to people’s lives and to be a positive influence in 
the instrumental music culture.  Come hear Stanton and allow the music to 
quiet your soul.  And bring a friend!  

KEENAGERS  As we leave New Orleans behind, Keenagers (kids that are 
65+) will visit an Atlanta tradition, The Swan Coach House, on March 24.  
The lunch menu and other information will be posted on the Keenagers’ 
bulletin board and a sign-up sheet will be on Rev. Moeller’s door.  Please 
meet at the bus and be ready to leave at 10:15 a.m.  You must sign-up by 
March 20 to attend.  Contact the church office or Freda Storey at 770-
973-7346 if you plan to attend.  Your carriage awaits…. 

BASKETBALL OPEN GYM FOR GRADES 2-12   An open gym for 
supervised play will be offered on Thursday nights beginning Thursday, 
March 5.  I hope that you will take advantage of these evenings to have 
some fun and bring your friends to the gym to play hoops!  You do need to 
sign a form for your child to play and bring it with you the first night that 
you attend.  You can pick up a form at the church office.  There is no 
charge.  If March participation is good, we will extend open gym into 
April.  There is no open gym the week of spring break.  Grades 2-7 will 
play from 7:00-8:00 p.m., and Grades 8-12 will play from 8:00-9:00 p.m.  
Thank you for your support of Hoops2Heaven! 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES AT MT ZION   The Mission Committee 
is busy getting ready for the Season of Service and we want our Mt Zion 
family to know what's in store.   
 

On Friday through Sunday, May 1-3 we will be hosting a Global Out-
reach Weekend in partnership with The Mission Society.  This Norcross 
based group works with many churches and missionaries to help train and 
support mission outreach.   There will be a Friday evening and Saturday 
morning program as well as a focus Sunday morning on mission.  Ad-
vanced registration is required for the Friday and Saturday events but all 
are invited.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.  Watch for 
more info or contact David Brigham or the church office.   
 

Our Spring Habitat  build recruiting and fundraising has begun.  Contact 
Jack Gibbs for more information.   
 

Two international mission teams are forming.  An exploratory team will 
travel in May to a church in Aracaju in northeast Brazil that has a partially 
completed sanctuary to consider partnering with them to complete it.  
Please contact Steve Kohlhagen or the church office for more info.  Mt. 
Zion is also returning to Costa Rica this summer.  We will be in the San 
Jose area but have not yet finalized plans.  We would especially like to 
have new mission goers participate.  Crawford Pound is team leader.  Con-
tact him or the office for more information.  The mission committee is very 
excited about the upcoming Season of Service and look forward to many 
of you joining us in mission. 

SPIRITUAL  L IFE  RETREAT  @ CAMP  GLISSON 3/20-22  Sign-ups are now 
full!  We have 36 students attending.   Please don’t forget to turn your 
forms and remaining money in as soon as possible.  They’re available in 
the Youth Center.  Please contact Matt if you have any questions.      
 

YOUTH  SUMMER  M ISSION TRIPS 2009  Sign-Ups for our Youth Mission 
Trips are just around the corner.  Before you plan your summer, please 
make sure to save these dates.  The Middle Schoolers (Current 6th & 7th 
graders) will attend the Metro Atlanta Project on July 10th-16th.  The 
High Schoolers (8th-12th) are attending Team Effort in Copper, TN on 
June 21-27. 
  

NEW TIME  FOR BASE CAMP   Starting March 1, all Sunday Night Youth 
Programming from 6th to 12th grade will change to 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
This change is in coordination with the children and family ministries to 
better serve our youth and children.  
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Message from your Finance Team 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
We want to express our sincere appreciation for your prayers for Mt. Zion as we continue to face the financial challenge 
we have been encountering over the past several months as our nation continues to slide into what appears to be a deep 
recession.  In early December, we held a Town Hall Meeting to discuss the Church’s financial position going into year 
end and some of the actions we were taking to balance the budget.  This note is intended to keep you up to date on where 
we stand.  
 
At the December meeting, we told you: 
 

· We had taken a number of actions to reduce operating expenses in order to balance the budget.  
· Despite the expense reduction, offerings were coming in below what we needed to meet our budget needs.  
· As a result we had spent $33,000 more than we had received. 
· We projected that we would end the fiscal year at a deficit of $154,000 on June 30, 2009 if nothing changed. 

 
December is typically a great month for offerings, running between $165,000 to over $200,000 for the last several 
years.  In December, 2008, we received $144,800.  While less than normal, it was enough that the Finance Committee 
decided to catch up on the 2008 Conference Apportionments.  This was a tough decision, but we decided to go ahead 
because of several additional factors: 
 

· We decided we would defer the 2009 Apportionments to help manage the budget instead of 2008 Apportion-
ments.  Since we are on a Fiscal Year (July to June), the timing is not as important to us as it is to the Confer-
ence.  The Conference closes the books at year end, and if we had not paid our apportionments by then, we 
would have been unable to go back and pay them later if our financial picture became better, which we believe it 
will.   

· Our annual pledge campaign for the Operating (Ministry) Budget was very positive.  We saw average pledges 
per unit increase about 20% over last year’s and felt we would see a surge in giving beginning in January.  

· We continue to take actions to reduce expenses.  This includes renegotiation of most service contracts and ser-
vices; reductions in staff; and close management of program expenses by the staff. The financial gain we will 
receive from the staff reductions did not begin until March 1st. 

· The conclusion of the Building Program should be a catalyst to increase the interest in new families visiting and 
joining Mt. Zion.  

 
We have now closed the books on January.  Giving in January was not quite up to the levels we had hoped - probably a 
reflection of the overall economy.  However, we are now forecasting that we will end the Fiscal year in June at a smaller 
deficit of $24,000, based on the following: 
 

· Giving stays at our prior monthly average (no increase despite better pledges.) 
· We pay no Conference Apportionment for the first six months of this year.  Please note that our not paying con-

ference apportionments will have a negative impact on the work of the United Methodist Church as a whole. 
· Ongoing cost reductions noted above take effect. 
· Program spending stays at a similar level to what we saw in the first seven months of the fiscal year.  

 
Should giving increase to match the pledge increases, we feel we will end the year at even.  
 
Additionally, here are some things on the horizon we are thinking about: 
 

· The final option for the purchase of additional land from the LLC will expire in a little over a year, and we will 
have to make a decision. 

· The construction project will be complete and paid out in the next month.  We are beginning to formulate a plan 
to convert the Construction Loan to permanent financing.  

· Permanent financing will add more expense to our already tight budget.  
 
What can you do?  First and foremost, pray for Mt. Zion and your Finance Committee as we navigate through these tur-
bulent times.  Second, if you increased your pledge for 2009, we ask that you be faithful to that pledge.  Finally, provide 
me or anyone on the Finance Committee with feedback. 



 �

� �� �� �����	 �
�
�


����
�����
����
�����
����������
�
�

���������	���
���
�������
���������������������������

�������������������������������
 !"�
#�	���$	��������%�&���'�
%%%()�*���$)+(����

,����-�$	����
+�$�+�(�..�+�/)�*���$)+(��� �

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
1770 Johnson Ferry Road 
Marietta, Georgia  30062 

Non-Profit 
US Postage Paid 

Permit 337 
Marietta, GA  30062 

March 8, 2009      Number 5 

 

 

 
Ushers: 8:30 Jerry Nix, Dean Bowser, David Rousculp, Wayne Otterbourg, 
  Elaine Otterbourg 
 9:45 Craig Hershberger, Chuck Mislo 
 11:00 Rick Boyette, Tom Brown, Ashley Duryea, Gary Duryea, 
  Richard Lunney, Cathy Westbrook 
Greeters: March 8:  Bob & Jean Barrier, Mike Wetzel, Bruce & Brenda 
 Bartholomew, Mark Bassett, Discovery Class 
 March 15:  Dean Bowser, Libby Barnett, Ray Bridenbaugh, 
 Dave & Sherry Berent,  Wesley Workers Class 
Candy Ministry: March 8:  Mark & Susan Bassett   
 March 15:  Kathy & Steve Porter 
MUST Weekly Donation: Cereal, peanut butter, jelly, soup, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
 canned meat, canned fruit, canned pasta, canned vegetables, 
 canned and dry beans, macaroni and cheese, baby food, rice,  
 boxed meals. 
MUST Meal: March 11:  Wesley Workers / Pathfinders 
 April 11:   Discovery Class 
Prayer Ministers: March 8 March 15 
 8:00 Keith Moore 8:00 Janice Watson 
 9:30   Kathy  Drewien 9:30 Don Kronenberger 
 11:00  No Volunteer 11:00 Patsy Engleman 
Courtesy Shuttle: March 8:  Tom Hargis; March 15: Ron Storey 
Pew Crew: March 22:  Becky Mislo 

MT. ZION  UMC M INISTRY  VOLUNTEERS 

8:30 & 11:00 AM      Traditional Service 
9:45 AM    Contemporary Praise Service 
9:45 AM    Sunday School For All Ages 

WORSHIP TIMES 

MT. ZION  OPERATING  BUDGET UPDATE   
M ARCH  2009 GOAL  

$100,000.00 
 

M ARCH  2009 ACTUAL  
(July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009) 

$27,386.00 
 

RECEIVED  MARCH  1, 2009 
$21,669.00 

 

WEEKLY  GOAL  
$25,000.00 

 

THREE YEAR CONNECTIONS CAMPAIGN  
(January 1, 2007-December 31, 2009) 

Amount pledged       $1,349,419.00 
Amount received in February          $23,034.00 
Total received to date         $922,581.00 

ATTENDANCE  2/22 
Worship:       475     
 

Sunday School:         201 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ATTENDANCE  3/1 
Worship:    443   
 

Sunday School:        173 


