
“T HE HEAVENLY  TOUCH OF GOD” 
Luke 8:40-48 

Rev. Steve Lyle, Preaching 

SERMON SERIES 

THE ZIONEER    Mt. Zion UMC February 22, 2009 
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FOCUS ON BEING  WITH  JESUS 
 

Next Wednesday, February 25th, is a very important day on the Christian calendar as 
that day marks the beginning of the season of Lent.  This first day of the season is 
called Ash Wednesday and it is our custom here at Mt. Zion to gather together that 
evening for a special service of worship.  The service will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary and will consist of Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes upon 
each person’s forehead in the form of the cross.  The ashes symbolize our mortality 
as the Bible reminds us that we were formed from dust and to dust we will return.  
Those who have attended this service in the past have shared that this time of reflec-
tion has brought a deep sense of renewal in their lives and made the Easter celebra-
tion even more special. 
 

The season of Lent is 40 days long, excluding Sundays, and concludes on the Satur-
day before Easter.  The 40 days are symbolic of the 40 days our Lord spent in the 
wilderness and the season calls us to spend time with God in prayer, self denial, self 
examination and repentance.  During our worship services throughout this season we 
will join with Jesus on His final journey to Jerusalem and the sermons will bring us 
spiritual insight from significant events that took place while on this final walk.  Our 
journey with Jesus will, in  all actuality, begin this Sunday as we witness a very spe-
cial touch that took place one day, a touch that has changed the hearts and minds of 
millions upon millions of people.  This focus on being with Jesus is our third and 
final emphasis in our first quarter theme, “The Season of Being.”  
 

I sincerely hope that you will do three things for our Lord during the season of Lent 
and if you do, it will bring great blessings to you and to all of the people in the East 
Cobb-Roswell community;  
 

1. Be with Christ each day in prayer and a devotional reading with time 
 for meditation.  In that time of prayer be sure to lift up the church and 
 the community asking God to pour out His Spirit upon all of us. 
2. Attend worship and Sunday School each Sunday.  If you haven’t     
 attended Sunday School before call Rev. Laurie Moeller and she will 
 guide you to a class that would fit your interests. 
3. Invite and bring friends with you when you come each Sunday.  Church 
 growth specialists who have studied all the factors that have produced 
 rapidly growing churches have come to the conclusion that the greatest 
 tool is the one that was used by Jesus.  It is called the personal         
 invitation. 

 

I look forward to seeing you and your friends at church this Sunday as we begin our 
journey on the road to Jerusalem. 
 

������
CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY  
Christian love and sympathy is extended to Sandy Stefani & Family in the death of her 
mother, Margaret Smith.  This family holds a special place in our hearts. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS    
We welcome the newest members of Mt. Zion UMC:  Martha Crine, 2240 Hill Creek Way, 
Marietta, 30062, 678-795-9456.  Matt & Tracy Wheelis, 4719 Three Springs Ct. Marietta, 
30062, 770-640-4039.  Their children are Abby & Isaac.  Pat Wilson, 769 Fox Hollow Pkwy., 
Marietta, 30068, 770-977-0910.  Welcome! 

GIFT IN HONOR  
Mt. Zion has received a gift in honor of Louise Hellman from The Early Bird Circle desig-
nated for the mission fund. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS   
A memorial gift has been received in loving memory of Jack Derham from Peg Howell.  A 
memorial gift has been received in loving memory of Mark Hunter from his mother, Nan 
Phillips designated for the Children’s Playground. A memorial gift has been received in loving 
memory of Marilee Cossel, Karen Kuntz’s Mother from Ed & Delta Reedy. 



Sunday, February 22, we will kick-off our Habitat 
Fundraiser Campaign for 2009.  The following 
Sunday, March 1 will be our Habitat Commitment 
Sunday.  The cost of a Habitat house this year is 
$60,000.  Again this year, we will be partnering with 
Kennesaw UMC and Due West UMC, who will be 
making financial commitments toward the cost of the 
house.    We are also working with Habitat to partner 
with a third group that wants to provide volunteers 
and $15,000.  Habitat has been an important ministry 
of Mt. Zion since 1995.  Over the years our church 
has been involved in building 20 Habitat homes for 
needy families who have been able to experience the 
thrill of first time homeownership.  This year, Mt 
Zion UMC needs to raise $20,000 as our portion to-
ward the cost of the Habitat house.  We asked that 
you prayerfully consider how you can financially 
support our Habitat Project for 2009.  2009 Build 
Dates:   April 15 (Slab), April 18, April 25, May 9, 
May 11- 14 and May 16. 
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WOW DINNER MENU  
February 25 

Chicken Pot Pie, Fried Chicken, 
Chili, Potatoes, Vegetables, Biscuits, 

Cornbread, Salad Bar, Rolls,  
Devoted Dessert & Drinks 

 

March 4 
Baked Ziti, Chicken Parmesan, Marinara Sauce,  

Pasta with Butter & Garlic, Garlic Bread,  
Salad Bar, Dessert & Drinks 

 
No reservations needed. 

Serving lines open at 5:15 p.m. 

Please mark your calendar for Monday, May 18, for 
the 2009 Golf for His Glory Tournament!  This 
year's event will be held at Indian Hills Country Club 
in Marietta, Georgia.  We encourage you to start put-
ting your foursomes together now for what promises 
to be another great day of golf and fellowship! 
 

Men’s Morning Fellowship - We have a group of 
men who meet every Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. 
for breakfast at Mrs. Winners on Johnson Ferry Road.  
Feel free to drop in and enjoy their fellowship.  If you 
have questions about this group, contact Mark 
Turpin. 
 

Men’s Morning Bible Study - Fridays 6:30 a.m.- 
7:30 a.m. in the Youth Center.  This is a great group 
for accountability, fellowship, prayer and study.  The 
topics vary, but focus on the Bible or use of Christian 
books that rely heavily on Scripture.  Please contact 
Frank Barnett, frank.barnett@cnn.com, or Marty 
Sharpe, mesharpe@yahoo.com for more info. 

UMM NEWS 

IT’S OKAY TO BE HUMAN . . .  
An important theme of the Lenten season is the humanity of Christ.  In Jesus, God 
became human and fully experienced the wide range of emotions we all encounter 

in life.  Jesus experienced times of loneliness, sadness, hurt, anger, disappointment, grief, and 
abandonment.  That is part of being human.  Another part of being human is needing help from 
each other.  God never intended us to be completely self-sufficient.  Part of God’s plan is for 
each of us to turn to others for help when we need it.  So when you are experiencing difficult 
times, don’t struggle alone.  Our Stephen Ministers will walk with you, listen to you, encour-
age you, pray with you, and provide confidential one-to-one care to help you through tough 
times.  Stephen Ministers can bring the love of Jesus back into your life.  To learn more about 
Stephen Ministry, talk to one of our Stephen Leaders, Rita Moore, 770-971-5291 or Marty 
Sharpe, 770-992-5948.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you! 

 
Get ready for Spring -- it’s just around the corner!  Ladies, join us for Susanna Circle on 
Tuesday, March 3, at 7:00 p.m. at Coldwater Creek (The Avenue at East Cobb) as 
we Spring Forward to Fashion!  Manager Wende Crane and Clair Hetherington will be our 
hostesses for a look at what’s new for Spring 2009, light refreshments, and 10% off shop-
ping.  All women of the church and visitors are welcome.  Please RSVP to Darline Cohen at 
770-977-2175 or lcohen50@bellsouth.net.  
 

Early Birds  will meet Tuesday, March 10 in the Youth Center to make Easter Baskets for 
MUST Ministries.  Please bring 2 chocolate bunnies, 2 small stuffed animals, individually 
wrapped candy, small toys, crayons and activity books.  Following the meeting, we will have 
lunch at Relish.  Contact Clair Hetherington, 770-977-3699, for more information. 

UMW NEWS 

Gordon / Recurring cancer 
Dennis Rudd:  Request from Ben & Linda 
 Podbielski / Heal an infection that has been 
 with him for a year 
Justin Powell:  Request from Pop Pop & 
 Nana Cheole / High blood sugar 
Erin Ward:  Request from Isabella & Caitlyn 
 Blanchard / She got salmonella poisoning 
 and is now in the ER 
Joshua Lewis:  Pam & Jim Crenshaw’s Son / 
 Healing of a severely broken ankle; for his 
 wife, Allison and 3 small children under 4 
 years old 
George Ruddick:  Rita Moore’s Dad /  
 Recovery from a stroke 
Marvin Duren:  Tani Gilliam’s Uncle / 
 Recently diagnosed with lung cancer 
 
All prayer requests will be listed in the bulletin. 

NEW PRAYER CONCERNS THIS WEEK:  

Our Nation & Our Troops 
Mt. Zion Missionaries 
Catherine Estes:  Richard & Mary Jane Estes’ 
 Daughter / Biopsy 
Susan McMullen:  Ellen Bulterman’s Sister 
Carolyn Holmes:  Request from Barbara & 
 Ray Weeks / Peace and care; cancer  
 patient; transfer to Hospice Care in High 
 Point, NC 
Sandra Bush Weeks:  Request from Barbara 
 & Ray Weeks / To have strength and faith 
 with her Mother’s (Carolyn Holmes)  
 illness 
Carol Easton:  Carol Swartz’s Mom / 
 Strength during radiation and healing from 
 cancer 
Donna Estrada:  Request from Carol Swartz / 
 Doctor to find what has made her body 
 swell 

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE FOR AGE 60 AND OLDER 
Free tax assistance for taxpayers age 60 and older is available every Thursday from February 5 
until April 9 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Our location has changed to the Fuller’s Park Recrea-
tion building located at the back of the park.  This service is provided by AARP’s Tax-Aide 
program.  Questions?  Call John Brachowski, 770-889-2413. 

FAITH PARTNERS    
Many of us had been so touchy that even casual reference to spiritual 
things made us bristle with antagonism.  This sort of thinking had to be 
abandoned.” (BB pg 48) “Maybe it was because of  my upbringing, or 
maybe my schooling, or maybe even  the kinds of people I associated with, 
but I could not escape the thought that I could beat this thing on my own…
until it finally beat me for good.”  If you or a family member struggles 

with the consequences of alcohol or chemical dependency, reach out for support in confidence 
to Faith Partners ministry at faithpartners@mtzionumc.org or call 770-573-3720. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS   
On March 11, Mt. Zion’s church staff will be at an all 
day retreat.  The church office will be open from 9:00 
a.m.-12:00 p.m. with volunteers and will be closed for 
the rest of the day.  The church office will reopen 
Thursday, March 12 at 9:00 a.m. 

KEENAGERS 
Tuesday, February 24, 11:00 a.m. at the bus. 

Eating at “Henry’s” in Acworth. 
Sign up on Laurie’s door. 

B.A.S.I.C.S. TALENT SHOW 
The Mt. Zion B.A.S.I.C.S. Talent Show will be held on March 15 at 5:30 p.m.  Please contact 
Kim Cain at 770-998-3452 or  briancain35@comcast.net if you’d like to be in the show (or if 
you know someone that you think we should contact about being in the show.)  Come join us 
for dinner and fellowship while supporting the B.A.S.I.C.S. Summer Mission Tour.  Tickets 
are $10 Adult, $7 Child (under 12), $30 max/family.  



30 HOUR FAMINE  WITH  WORLD  VISION  2/27-28 
A creative way for youth to raise awareness and money for World Vi-
sion’s fight against hunger and poverty.  Students will have the opportu-
nity to raise pledges and take part in a fast for a day and a half.  Students 
will spend Friday night and Saturday at church doing various activities to 
learn about poverty and witnessing for Jesus Christ.  Saturday will con-
clude with Communion and a “Break-Fast” Meal.  On Sunday, students 
will have an opportunity to share their experiences.  Activities include 
building your own cardboard house, a newspaper fashion contest, and a 
video journal.   
 

SPIRITUAL  L IFE  RETREAT  @ CAMP  GLISSON 3/20-22 
Sign-ups are now full!  We have 36 students attending.   Please don’t for-
get to turn your forms and remaining money in as soon as possible.  
They’re available in the Youth Center.  Please contact Matt if you have 
any questions.      
 

YOUTH  SUMMER  M ISSION TRIPS 2009 
Sign-Ups for our Youth Mission Trips are just around the corner.  Before 
you plan your summer, please make sure to save these dates.  The Middle 
Schoolers (Current 6th & 7th graders) will attend the Metro Atlanta Pro-
ject on July 10th-16th.  The High Schoolers (8th-12th) are attending Team 
Effort in Copper, TN on June 21-27. 
  

NEW TIME  FOR BASE CAMP 
Starting March 1, all Sunday Night Youth Programming from 6th to 12th 
grade will change to 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. This change is in coordination 
with the children and family ministries to better serve our youth and chil-
dren.  
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STANTON LANIER IN CONCERT  
The Evangelism Team is pleased to present Stanton Lanier in Concert on 
Sunday evening, March 8, at 7:00 p.m. during Our Season of Be-
ing.  Stanton’s ministry, called Music to Light the World, is a non-profit 
501(c)(3) organization with a vision to “bring peace to the soul” through 
scripture inspired piano.  You can get more information on his ministry 
at http://stantonlanier.com.  His mission is to create experiences of God’s 
peace and hope through scripture inspired piano recordings and perform-
ances.  Our passion is to bring a sense of peace, hope and healing to peo-
ple’s lives and to be a positive influence in the instrumental music culture.  
Come hear Stanton and allow the music to quiet your soul.  And bring a 
friend!  
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3:45-4:45 p.m.  Percussion Class 
This class is for 3rd-5th graders Rm. 27 Adult S.S. Hall.   

 

5:00-6:00 p.m.  Zioneers 
This class is for 4th-5th graders (check in gym)   

 

5:00-6:00 p.m.  Kids Small Group 
This class is for 1st-3rd graders (check in gym)   

 

6:00-7:30 p.m.  Dinner and Recreation 
This time is for 1st-5th graders ($3 donation for dinner) 

 

PARENTS:  Remember that children must be signed  
IN and OUT of Sunday Night Activities 
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2ND ANNUAL FASHION SHOW/LUNCHEON  
We are now preparing for our 2nd Annual Fashion Show/Luncheon to 
benefit our Tutoring Program Scholarship Fund.  Ladies, please check your 
closets for new or clean nearly new clothing to be modeled and sold.  We 
also need items for our Silent Auction.  Please call Karen Strothers, 404-
226-0884, for your appointment to donate in February or early March.  
Save the date, April 26, 2009 at 12:30 p.m. for the Spring Fling Fashion 
Show and Luncheon! 

EVENING AT THE WELL  
Evening at the Well is a weekly woman’s book study and discussion which 
meets on Wednesday nights 7:00-8:15 p.m. in the Upper Room (big room 
in new addition).  We will begin discussing the book “The Shack” on 
March 4.  If you are interested please contact Rev. Laurie Moeller at the 
church office. 

MT. ZION BOOK CLUB  
Mt. Zion Book Club will meet on March 3 from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in 
Room 25.  We will meet and discuss the book, then go to lunch.  This 
month’s book is The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by 
Mark Haddon.  This book can be found at any bookstore and has had very 
positive reviews.  Brief synopsis: Christopher Boone is a fifteen year old 
boy who has Asperger’s, a form of autism.  He knows a great deal about 
math and very little about human beings.  When he finds his neighbor’s dog 
murdered he sets out on a terrifying journey which will turn his world up-
side down.  We would love to have you join us for discussion, fellowship 
and food!!  Bring a friend!  
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Ushers: 8:30 Jerry Nix, Gary Hemby, Bruce Bartholomew, Cindy Byrd, 
  Bob Bachman 
 9:45 Craig Hershberger, Chuck Mislo 
 11:00 Bill Blythe, Alan Humphrey, Mark Ingraham, Steve Harrison, 
  Stacy Shipp, Alan Sollenberger 
Greeters: February 22:  Ann Pattison, Linda Podbielski, Margery Pierce, 
 Kathy & Steve Porter, Logos Class 
 March 1:  Mark Sanderford, Robert Sweet, Tyler Walters, 
 Don & Vivian Roberts, Adult Bible Study 
Candy Ministry: February 22:  Ray & Leslie Bridenbaugh;   
 March 1:  Jim & Judy Letz 
MUST Weekly Donation: Cereal, peanut butter, jelly, soup, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
 canned meat, canned fruit, canned pasta, canned vegetables, 
 canned and dry beans, macaroni and cheese, baby food, rice,  
 boxed meals. 
MUST Meal: March 11:  Wesley Workers / Pathfinders 
Prayer Ministers: February 22 March 1 
 8:00 Karen Kuntz 8:00 Patricia Sharpe 
 9:30   Ron Kuntz 9:30 Lisa Ingraham 
 11:00  David Brigham 11:00 Kim Boyd 
Courtesy Shuttle: February 22:  Tom Hargis 
Pew Crew: March 1:  Pam Boone;  March 8:  Myra Sharpe 
Coffee Hour: February 22: Pairs & Spares;  March 1: Seekers 

MT. ZION  UMC M INISTRY  VOLUNTEERS 

8:30 & 11:00 AM      Traditional Service 
9:45 AM    Contemporary Praise Service 
9:45 AM    Sunday School For All Ages 

WORSHIP TIMES 

MT. ZION  OPERATING  BUDGET UPDATE   
FEBRUARY  2009 GOAL  

$100,000.00 
 

FEBRUARY  2009 ACTUAL  
(July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009) 

$56,667.00 
 

RECEIVED  FEBRUARY  15, 2009 
$16,947.00 

 

THREE YEAR CONNECTIONS CAMPAIGN  
(January 1, 2007-December 31, 2009) 

Amount pledged       $1,349,419.00 
Amount received in February          $23,034.00 
Total received to date         $922,581.00 

ATTENDANCE  2/8 
Worship:       486     
 

Sunday School:         275 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ATTENDANCE  2/15 
Worship:    475   
 

Sunday School:        252 


